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 The mystery of God meets the mystery of the Child 
in Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, where children fall 
in love with Jesus. This faith formation for children 
ages 3-12 nurtures the deep covenant relationship that 
exists between God and His people. 


 Using Jesus’ model of teaching, the adult listens 
with the child, and together they ask, “Who are you, 
Lord? How do you love us? How can we love you?”


Children ages 3-6, Level I, meet Jesus as the Good 
Shepherd and deepen their relationship with Him 
through Liturgy and Scripture. Their “work” takes them 
to

✞ The objects, gestures, and prayers of the Catholic 

Liturgy

✞ The foundation of the sacrament of Eucharist 

✞ The historical events of the life of Jesus, especially 

His infancy and final days

✞ Jesus’ preaching, particularly the images of Christ 

the Good Shepherd and Christ the Light

✞ The parables of the Kingdom of God

✞ The sacrament of Baptism


 Children ages 6-9, Level II, focus on their 
relationship with Jesus as the True Vine. They deepen 
their faith through study of Scripture, Liturgy, and the 
sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, and Eucharist. 
The Bible and prayer as well as salvation history and 
gifts of the Kingdom of God are emphasized. 


 Children in fourth through sixth grades, Level III, 
have additional focus on God’s Plan in Salvation History, 
the Old Testament, the Mass and Sacraments, and 
History of Worship. 


 The atrium itself contributes to the blossoming of 
the relationship between God and the child. Not a 
classroom, it’s a place for community and prayer and 
facilitates meditation and silence. Its work is a 
conversation with God. 


Atrium sessions are two hours long to honor the 
child’s need for an extended work cycle and to give 
them time to deepen their relationship with God. 


The Good Shepherd Atrium will meet most weeks 
during the school year. Parishioners and non-
parishioners should enroll online in the sessions 
published on the Parish Schools of Religion Registration 
section at www.sttheresenorth.org. 


St. Therese School and Early Education families 
may enroll their children in CGS as an enrichment class.


Level I: Children ages 3-6 by Aug. 1 and in no 
grade higher than kindergarten may register. Class 
sizes are limited to 10.


Level II: Children ages 6-9, in first through third 
grades, may enroll in classes capped at 12. 


Level III: Children ages 9-12, in fourth through 
sixth grades, with class size at 10. They will meet in 
the youth room next to the atrium.


Registrations are accepted online on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Classes may be added or canceled or 
times may be changed depending on demand and 
staffing.


For discussion about CGS, contact Jo Thornley Cox, 
CGS@sttheresenorth.org, 816-522-3002. For other 
questions, contact Director of Religious Education 
Jenn ife r Dav i s , j dav i s@stthe re sen o r th .o rg , 
816-741-5400, ext. 107.


 Cateches i s of the Good 
Shepherd is a particular approach 
to the Catholic faith formation of 
children ages 3-12. It was begun in 
1954 in Rome through the 
collaboration of Hebrew scholar 
Sofia Cavalletti and Montessorian 
G i a n n a G o b b i . B a s e d o n 
Montessori methodology and using 
Scripture, liturgy, and biblical 
geography and history, CGS serves 
children worldwide. 

 The Good Shepherd Atrium North at St. Therese 
Education and Parish Center is a prepared 
environment that nurtures various aspects of a 
child’s growth, especially spiritual. It can 
accommodate a limited number of children for its 
two-hour sessions, and the materials are for Level 
I, youngsters ages 3-6; Level II, children ages 6-9; 
and Level III, youths ages 9-12.  

 All three levels share the same space, with 
each level meeting at its own time. All are led by 
catechists certified through the National 
Association of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. 

Jesus said to let the children come to Him, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Children fall in love with Jesus


through Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.
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