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MY SONG IS OF MERCY AND JUSTICE

To apply the language of baseball to the gospel we have just heard, one could
say that God threw St. Joseph a curve ball.  Although when St. Joseph first heard that
Mary was pregnant, it must have felt to him like knuckle ball.  But however  you
describe it, ultimately, St. Joseph stayed in the game.  What seemed like an
interruption was really part of the plan, a very big plan. With all that we have been
dealing with the last couple of weeks, it feels like a knuckle ball has been thrown to
us.  

Several centuries earlier, in Psalm 101 associated with St. Joseph’s ancestor,
King David, we find the words, My song is of mercy and justice.  We find both mercy
and justice in St. Joseph.  The gospel says he was a just man.  One title given him is
Joseph most just.  

Biblically, justice means being faithful in our relationships: with God, with
family, with friends, and as Christians, we would add with the poor, the whole world,
and even our enemies. The gospels portray St. Joseph as just, as faithful.  He is also
known as Joseph most faithful.  He was faithful but not fanatical.  As one writer has
noted, he was devout in his religious observance but not blood thirsty.   He didn’t
want to see Mary exposed to the punishment of the law.   He was neither  fanatical,
nor for that matter, lax in the practice of his faith.  He was a son of David by physical
descent and by his song of mercy and justice.   

St.  Joseph is called the foster father of Jesus but a foster father implies
something unofficial or temporary.  It’s more appropriate to describe him as his
adopted or legal father.  God, the eternal Father, is the true father of Jesus but the
eternal Father wanted Jesus to have someone in his life to take the place of a human
father, and that someone was St. Joseph.  

We hear today about a crisis of fatherhood; that fathers are dispensable.  There
are perhaps two reasons for this.  On one hand, society, for any number of reasons,
doesn’t take fatherhood seriously.  And, on the other hand, unfortunately, many
fathers do not take fatherhood and their responsibilities seriously.  
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Go to a jail and do an informal survey and see how many of the imprisoned had
no father or had bad fathers, not fathers with a few quirks, but bad fathers.  There is
a hole shaped in the human heart that can only be filled by a father and no doubt,
there is another that can only be filled by a mother.  In the meantime, you can be
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor, the Nobel Peace Prize and an Academy
Award, but none of those things will fill that hole.   

St. John Paul II, once remarked, A father is a man who has been conquered by
love.    We can reasonably assume that St. Joseph allowed himself to be conquered
by love.

It’s interesting that while in certain countries such as the United States and
Mexico, Father’s Day is observed on the third Sunday of June but, in Italy it’s
observed on the feast of St. Joseph, March 19.   

St. Joseph stands as a model for all fathers, physical as well as spiritual, and in
a special way for all adopted fathers.  He reveals a manhood of deep faith that is
neither overzealous nor halfhearted.  He models a man conquered by love and who
lived his life in loving, sacrificial service to his family and his God.  Much of this was
done in the ordinary  events of life.  

Yes, he received messages from angels.  Yes, he was entrusted with the care
of Jesus Christ and the Blessed Virgin Mary, but aside from the few events described
in the Bible, he probably spent most of his time doing his duty to his family and to his
work.  He probably did so in ordinary events of life that fathers do, in ordinary ways,
in every little way, with extraordinary love.

Some of us may be called to do outstanding, heroic feats, but we’re all called
to do ordinary things with great love.  St. Joseph shows us the holiness of life that can
be found in the ordinary.
   

In the end, St. Joseph stands as a model not just for fathers, but for all
Christians.  We’re all called to spend our lives in loving service of God and neighbor. 
We’re all called to be conquered by love.  God is love.  God loves us.  God desires 
our love.



3

St. Joseph lived a life centered not on St. Joseph but on Jesus Christ.  His life
was christocentric.  Our devotion to St. Joseph, like our devotion to the Blessed
Virgin Mary and all the saints, exists so that we might center our lives more deeply
on Jesus Christ who came into the world and placed himself into the hands of St.
Joseph.   

Jesus is the word of God made flesh who came and pitched his tent among us. 
Jesus is the human face of God.  Jesus not only reveals God to us but also reveals to
us what it means to be human. Jesus, who in the Eucharist, continues to come into our
world and place himself into our hands.   Jesus entrusted himself to St. Joseph and in
the Eucharist, Jesus entrusts himself to us.

St. Joseph was a servant of the mystery of Jesus Christ.  While Mary had a
primary role in all this, Joseph had a secondary though still important role to play. 
He stepped out in deep faith.  He stepped out with intentional faith.  Everyone of us,
each in our own unique way, is called to be a servant of the mystery.  A Christian, is
literally, a little Christ, and by our common baptism, we’re all called to serve the
mystery of Jesus Christ and to step out in deep faith with intentional faith, in every
little way.  

God gave St.  Joseph the grace to serve him faithfully.  We pray that he gives
that same grace to each one of us.  Joseph most just, pray for us.  Joseph most faithful,
pray for  us.  May St. Joseph always inspire us with his example and assist us with his
prayers.  May our song always be of mercy and justice.  And when God throws us
what seems like a curve ball or even a knuckle ball, such as what we are now
experiencing, may we have the grace, to stay in the game.


