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THE GIFT OF JOY

St. Paul was a man very proud of his Jewish heritage.  In his letters he
sometimes talks about that.  But he would go on to say that the gains he had he now 
considered as loss and rubbish.  What happened?  Or you could ask, Who happened? 
The what or the who was Jesus, who St. Paul met.  He would go on to  consider
everything as a loss because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 

Think of a radical shift of market value.  It was like a huge shift in the currency
of his life.  What used to be of value was no longer important and what he once hated,
he now loved.  He found his treasure.  He found his pearl of great price. And despite
all the struggles, persecutions, beatings and even death that this would cost him, this
treasure, this pearl, was a source of joy.

The gospel tells us that the person who found the buried treasure went and out
of joy, sold all that he had to buy the field.   The gospel, our faith, is to be a cause of
joy.   Now the way many Christians carry themselves, including clergy, that might be
hard to tell sometimes.

Many years ago I was making a brief trip to Chicago for an international Serra
convention.  A classmate picked me up at the airport and we started downtown with
plenty of time.  Then we ran into some Chicago traffic.  My classmate had a funeral
to attend and so we agreed that he would drop me off at a station and that I would
take a train the rest of the way into town.  I finally arrived downtown, anxious to
arrive on time and it started to rain.  I had no umbrella and as I was staying just one
night, I didn’t even have a change of clothes.  I was preoccupied.  In the midst of all
this, a total stranger came up to me and said, “If I tickled you would you smile?”  I
was not being a joyful messenger of the Gospel that day.

It might be easy to miss that point, but the point remains that the gospel is to
be a cause of joy.  We speak of joy as being one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus
said, I have come that they might have life and have it more abundantly.  He would
also speak of a joy that no one could take away.  
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The first major document that Pope Francis issued is called, Evangelii
Gaudium–The Joy of the Gospel.  He starts off saying, The joy of the Gospel fills the
hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus.  He goes on,  I invite all Christians,
everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ,
or at least an openness to letting him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this
unfailingly each day.

Each time we share in the Eucharist through word and then under the form of
bread and wine, we encounter Jesus in an intimate way.  This joy is more than simply
being giddy.  Some people are naturally effusive and others are not.  This joy includes
a contentment in being known by God realizing that one is loved by God.  This joy
also includes a discontentment.  Because it wants others to know this same joy.

This joy involves both giving ourselves and in so doing, being led out of
ourselves.  Extreme joy, ecstasy means standing outside  oneself.  This joy means that
even if we are lying on the ground dying of Covid, we know that there is still
something more, something better waiting for us. Psalm 51 says, Give me again the
joy of your help.   If we don’t experience some of that joy, we can always ask God for
the gift of it by prayer.  

Jesus offers us three parables today.  The buried treasure and the pearl of great
price are similar.  The dragnet is different from these two but very similar to the
weeds and wheat that we heard last Sunday.  The world and the Church is a mixture
of good and evil that coexist, but the day will come when they will be separated.  

Finally, Jesus speaks of being instructed in the kingdom of heaven, being able
to bring out the new and the old.  When you are in love, you want to know more
about that person.  So too, if we are loving God, that means we want to know more
about him.  This doesn’t mean reading doctoral dissertations but rather taking some
time to learn more about the faith so we can better love God and neighbor, so we can
more fully share in the joy the gospel brings, so that we may share it with others.  

Taken together, the four gospels have 89 chapters.  That means if you read a
chapter a day, within three months you would read them all and if you read one a day
each day for a year, you would have read the four gospels four times.  
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Dynamic Catholic and Formed are two of many ways where we can easily grow
in our faith.  But this is not just about knowledge, it is also about wisdom, an
understanding heart, a discerning heart.   The gift that Solomon seeks in the first
reading, a heart that distinguishes right from wrong.  Implicit in that is something
important–that there is a right and wrong and that we can choose that right or wrong. 

Out of joy he went and sold all he had.   We might not sell everything we have
but let us ask for the gift to see all of it in the light of gospel and to use it according
to that light.  Jesus Christ, the gospel, our Catholic faith comprise our treasure.  With
that treasure, may we face the difficulties of life with joy and if that’s not possible to
face them at least cheerfully, and let’s be honest, some days we might not even be
able to do that.  In those circumstances may we at least face them patiently.  Ask
yourself, what’s one way I can show the joy of the gospel a little bit more.

With lives of intentional faith, nourished by the joy of the Eucharist, with wise
and discerning hearts, may we receive the gift of joy and by word and example, may
we share it with all we meet. 


