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WHAT WONDROUS LOVE

A–What wondrous love is this?  Tonight we enter into days of wondrous love. 
wondrous in depth, wondrous in horror, wondrous in glory.

B–This love started much earlier, even before time.  Through history it continued to
reveal itself over many centuries.  
1–It took a leap forward in what we heard in the first reading:  The Exodus. 

The angel of death would pass over the houses marked by the blood of
the lamb and in turn the Israelites would pass over from the Red Sea to
where they would be nourished with, manna, bread from heaven.  This
wondrous love led people out of slavery into freedom.  

2–This wondrous love took an even bigger step when, in divine humility,  the
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us with the birth of Jesus.  In
that mystery, God comes down to us.  The creator becomes a creature. 
God becomes one with us and shares life with us.

C–Now Jesus prepares to complete what he came to do.  This divine humility takes
another step downward.   
1–He comes not just to share life with us but to share death with us.  
2–And by his death and resurrection to make a new type of Passover in his

Paschal Mystery, the movement from life through death into new life
that Jesus pioneered and in which we all follow.  

3–He comes to lead us out of the slavery of sin into the freedom of the children
of God and he nourishes with the bread from heaven that is himself.

D–But before he does that there’s another level of wondrous love expressed in 
another downward step.  
1–He washes the feet of disciples.  He does the work of a slave.  He washes the

feet of the one who would deny him.   He washes the feet of the one who
would betray him.  

2–He himself says that he has given us a model, an example.
2–Can you wash the feet of others.  Of one  who would deny you? Of one who

would betray you?

E–And before this act of wondrous love known as Jesus’ passion, death and
resurrection, there is still another act of wondrous love.  He who is God and
taken human life in body now gifts himself to us under the form of bread and
wine.  
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F–In the Eucharist, both Jesus himself and the saving action of this death and
resurrection are made present to us.  What a wondrous love is this?  Almighty
God first lowers himself to become human and lowers himself to suffer and die
for us also lowers himself so far as to make himself present to us in the form
of bread and wine.  

G–And this gift of the Eucharist, comes wrapped up inside another gift, the gift of the
Priesthood.  
1–Like all the sacraments this is a gift for the recipient but also for the whole

Church.
2–Each of the sacraments isn’t simply about what I get but also who I can be

and who I can become in Christ for others.
3–Baptism is a gift not just to baptized but to the entire Church and in a

broader sense, a gift to the world.
4–The Sacrament of Reconciliation isn’t just something we’re to do but rather

by doing it we are to live lives of reconciliation in a world that can so
desperately need it.  

5–Marriage is a gift to those who get married but it is also a gift to the Church
and a gift to me.  I think of the witness so many married couples, starting
with my parents, have given to me. 

6–So too, the priesthood is a gift given not just to the ordained, although I have
experienced it as a gift, but to the entire Church and to the world

7–A  priest talking about the priesthood can seem self-serving but after nearly
29 years, the priesthood continues to be a gift to me in  my life that
enriches, strengthens, challenges and stretches me in many ways as I am
privileged to accompany others and to bring them to Jesus and bring
Jesus to them.

8–This night especially I ask you to pray for all priests and for  more vocations
to the priesthood and religious life, especially from our own parish.  

9–One dream of mine is to see St. Therese Parish be a fountain of healthy
vocations to the Priesthood and religious life. 

H–What Jesus did on Holy Thursday, he did in a shadow, in the shadow of the cross
looming before him.  
1–As we enter with the Church throughout the world into these days of

wondrous love, we also do so in some darkness.  
2–The darkness of being separated from one another physically, the darkness

of a worldwide health crisis, the likes of which we’ve never seen.  The
darkness of sin.   We do so in fear and uncertainty. 

3–And Jesus at this point so close to his death, as seen in  his agony in the
garden was at a point of fear.  
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4–Tonight we’re separated physically from each other and from one of the
fruits of this wondrous love in Holy Communion and yet we are still
united in this same sondrous love.  

5–In his suffering Jesus revealed his love and we can do the same in our
suffering.  

6–This wondrous love that is more powerful than death.  And in the next few
days we  will see how the seeming weakness of this wondrous love
proves itself stronger than death itself.

I–And yet even in the darkness, the light of this wondrous love continues to grow
giving us both light and warmth and that light will outlive the darkness.  
1–As members of the Church, we’re never alone.  
2–We are united, in communion with believers, our brothers and sisters

throughout the world and throughout space and time. 

J–What Wondrous Love is this?  This wondrous love has a name–Jesus.  It also has
another name, the Eucharist.  It has still another name, the Paschal Mystery.  
1–In this next few days, with lives of ever more intentional faith, we seek to

embrace and be embraced by this love and the let the light of that love
shine in us and through us to all that we meet.  

2–May our lives, wherever we may be, always be grounded in this wondrous
love.


