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THEN AND NOW

The summer of 1968 was turbulent.   That spring Martin Luther King, Jr. was
assassinated and riots followed.   In June Bobby Kennedy was killed.  The Vietnam
War raged on and the Democratic convention in Chicago turned violent.  

What I remember from that summer was that my family was preparing to move
and much of that summer was spent house shopping.  You can imagine how fun that
would be to a seven year old boy.  One day, actually it was the Fourth of July, we
were looking at a house and I was playing outside near a wasp.  My parents warned
me not to play there but I didn’t want to change what I was doing.  I didn’t listen. 
Soon the wasp stung me and my cries were loud and the tears flowed.  

The scriptures hold a message for us about back then, about the past but also 
about right now, about the present.  As regards back then, the meaning of this parable
is rather obvious.  The landowner is God the Father; his messengers are the prophets,
his son  is Jesus and the tenants the chief priests and elders.  Jesus follows in the
tradition of the prophets regarding rejection and even death.  Their rejection is based
on their refusal to listen and obey.  

Perhaps that  hardness of heart is based on greed and jealousy.  But for
whatever reason, they react and they react violently.  You could say that in refusing
to listen, their hearts grew hard even to the point of evil, sin and murder.  Their
rejection leads to their condemnation.  But that martyred son, that rejected stone,
becomes the basis, the cornerstone for a new people the Church.  So this parable tells
us not only about who Jesus is and what he will do but also about what the Church
is to be and who we are to be as members of the Church.

This parable also tells us about here and now.   As members of the Church
following Christ daily, we’re called to be a people of truth, justice, mercy and so
much more.  We too can reject the messages God gives us for our own benefit just as
I ignored my parents’ warning back in 1968.  Like those servants, we too can misuse
our responsibility and our freedom.  When freedom is divorced from truth there will
be suffering, usually felt the most by the poorest and weakest.  We see this in history
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as different groups of people are declared to be subhuman and the truth of who they
are is denied.  And this continues to be the case today.  

At times we can base morality on our wants rather than on objective truth. 
There can be a culture of greed, pleasure and consumption where value is placed
more on what we have than on who we are.  Worse still, we can respond violently, if
not with physical violence, then with verbal violence not just against the message but
against the messenger.  Why do we do this?  Probably because on some level it makes
us feel uncomfortable.   We may not want to change what we’re doing.  It may
challenge us to change more than we want to be challenged.  It may be because we
harbor resentment and jealousy in our hearts.  

The consequences of the tenant farmers in the parable can become the
consequences we too may face if we refuse to listen and to act.  We’re all capable of
rejecting Christ both in words and actions.  And we will be called to accountability
for our words and our actions.  Simply put, refusing to listen, to embrace what God
offers and expects, failing to move out of ourselves,  can lead to our downfall.

So this parable calls us to listen and we have resources to help us with all this. 
*To listen to God’s word in the Bible which means taking the time to listen to

it and to read it.  
*To listen to God’s word in his Church because the Holy Spirit still leads and 

guides despite human failings through the centuries.  There is a splendid tradition that
is ours in Church teaching and in the lives and writings of the saints.  The Catechism
of the Catholic Church is another excellent resource. 

*To listen to God in the Sacraments, especially in Reconciliation where we
hear of God’s mercy and through the Eucharist where with the power of divine love
Jesus nourishes us with his body and blood under the form of bread and wine.

*To listen to God in prayer, in the echoes of our hearts as God speaks in  the
depth of our being.

*To listen to God in those we meet, particularly the poor and those in need.
*To listen to each other as we journey toward God together.
*And to listen to God even when it calls us out of our resentment and

jealousies, even out of our own comfort zones to something better, something richer,
something deeper and something higher.



3

This parable not only tells us about what happened back then.  It also tells us
about right now and who we are called to be as individuals and as members of the
Body of Christ, as members of the Church.  With lives of intentional faith let us ask
for the grace to listen, to truly listen to God and then to act on what we hear.


